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Show your 

Mustang Spirit. 

Wear Blue and 

White or Spirit Wear 

on Fridays. 

 

December 

12 Chorus Concert 7:00 

PM 

13-15  PTA Food Drive 

20 Holiday Parties 

21    Winter Break 

January 

4 Classes Resume 

6 One School One Book 

16 Martin Luther King Day 

17 Institute Day 

24-26 Food Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays! 

As always, December is such a busy month and the days never seem long enough to 

accomplish everything we need to do .  During this holiday season please sit back and 

enjoy the time with your children.  They truly are only young once and the time goes by 

so quickly.  I hope each of your has a wonderful break and the New Year brings much 

peace and joy! 

Mrs. Frederick 

 

Holiday Party Information 

Holiday class parties will be held on 

Tuesday, December 20th 

Kindergarten AM:  10:45-11:45 

Kindergarten PM through 5th grade 2:15-3:15 

Here are a few reminders to help our festivities run smoothly: 

 Volunteers are allowed into the building to begin set-up at 10:30 for AM Kindergarten and 
at 2:00 for 1st through 5th grades and PM Kindergarten. 

 Please remember that only assigned classroom party helpers are allowed in the classroom. 
 Party helpers are to sign in and collect their party helper badges in the LLC.  Please enter 

the LLC through door 2. 
 Parents who were assigned to the party will be permitted to take their child(ren) at the 

end of the party time, but will not be able to take “friends” unless a note from the other 
child’s parent has been received.  You will be required to sign your child(ren) out before 
leaving.  Teachers will have a sign out sheet available in their classrooms. 

 If you prefer your child not participate, please let your child’s classroom teacher know and 
alternative activities will be arranged.  The parties take up about the last hour of the day 
and the rest of the day includes reading, math, science, and all the fabulous things that 
happen at Pleasant Hill School on a daily basis. 

 



 

 

Holiday Story Time with Mrs. Frederick & Mrs. 

Steinmeyer 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
3:45-4:30 PM 

Pleasant Hill LLC 
 

The Pleasant Hill Chorus will be performing a 

Holiday Concert on Monday, December 12th at 

7:00 in the gym. 



 

 

Reading Strategy: Back Up and Reread 

 
Many times when reading a story, students get to a point where they realize they do not understand what they are read-
ing.  Somewhere during their reading, they lose concentration and the meaning of the story. When this happens, stu-
dents must self-monitor and stop, back-up and reread the text. Students need to be explicitly taught these strategies to 
be successful readers. 
 
Your child has been introduced to the comprehension strategy check for understanding. In learning this strategy, the 
children are taught to stop throughout the story and ask “who” and “what”. Now, your child is working on what to do 
when s/he is not able to answer the questions “who” and “what”. Your child is being taught to back up and reread.  
 

How can you help your child with this strategy at home? 
 

1. Model this strategy for your child. When reading together, stop to check for understanding. If your child has difficulty 

answering the “who” and the “what”, remind your child to back up and reread. Ask your child to read slowly and think 
about what is being read. Remember, ALL readers get distracted from time to time. Modeling is one of the most effective 
teaching strategies. 

2. Use the terms check for understanding and back up and reread together, this will help your child with remembering 

and understanding the story. 

3. It is often easier to recall text when you read it slowly.  Encourage your child to read slowly and to follow text with his 

or her finger if it helps.   
If you have any questions or are concerned about your child’s reading comprehension, please contact one of the reading 
teachers here at Pleasant Hill! 

Ideas and strategies taken from: The CAFE Book by Gail Boushey and Joan Moser 
 

 
Thank You for Your Continued Support at Home! 

 
 

 

 
PARCC 

 State mandated test 

 Administered for grades 3-5 

 Testing will start early April 

 We are currently working on setting the 

testing schedule 

 

Testing Information: 

 Mid year local assessments in reading will be ad-

ministered between January 5 through January 

14. 

 Teachers will share specific dates in their class 

newsletters. 

 



 

 

 

Holiday Sharing Collection 

Dear Families, 

Please consider how you might help with Pleasant Hill’s annual holiday sharing collection. 

We will be accepting donations the week of November 28th through your child’s classroom.  Each day will highlight a different 
area of need: 
 Monday:  Books - new or gently used children’s books, teen and young adult books 
 Tuesday:  Paper products - paper towels, toilet paper, diapers, etc. 
 Wednesday:  Non-perishable foods - canned or boxed goods that have not yet expired 
 Thursday:  Clothing - New or clean and gently used clothes for all ages (especially winter clothing items) - Please place in box 

or bag with a tie. 
 Friday:  Toys, puzzles & board games - new or clean and gently used for children up to 16 years old (gift cards work too) 
 
Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity as we move into the holiday season. 
 
Mary Kate Short 
School Social Worker 
 

 

Pleasant Hill’s Mission 

 Coming to school to learn 

 Acting in such a way that I will be proud of myself and others will be proud of myself and others 

will be proud of me 

 Respecting myself, others and the Pleasant Hill Learning Environment 

 Encouraging everyone to keep my school safe and clean 

 

A big “Thank you” to  everyone that donated items for our Thanksgiving food drive.  Because your generos-

ity provided 25 of our families with a wonderful Thanksgiving feast.  We also want to thank Terese Janik 

and all of the volunteers that collected, sorted, bagged and handed out the donations.    

 



 

 

Silver Spoon Winners for the month of December 

The silver spoon is awarded to the class that earns the most “Mustangs” for their good        

behavior during their lunchtime for one week. 

11/4 Mrs. Volkening, Miss Cortopassi, and Mrs. Jahnke 

11/11 Mrs. Murray, Miss Keith, and Miss Prange 

11/18   Miss Frohlichstein, Miss Bellanca, and  Mrs. Jahnke 

Pleasant Hill Food 

Drive 

December 13th - 15th 
this month! 

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER     

 

As the weather continues to get colder and more than likely snowier please 
remember a few things: 

Dress your child appropriately as they will be going outside weather         
permitting (hat, gloves, coats).   

 Boots and snow pants are required to play in the snow during recess time.  
Children will have outdoor recess everyday unless the temperature or wind 

chill drops below 0 degrees.  Please make sure your child is dressed    
warmly. 

Dear Pleasant Hill Families, 

We maintain a “Winter Closet” at Pleasant 
Hill in order to loan out hats, scarves, 
mittens, snow pants, snow boots, and win-
ter coats to students who do not have 
them or who may have forgotten them at 
home.  Our closet is starting to run a little 
low after our very cold winter last year, 
especially hats and mittens.  If you have 
any of these items that your children have 
outgrown, please consider donating them 
to our Winter Closet.  We tend to get lots 
of donations in smaller sizes but if you 
have older kids who have out ground win-
ter items, we would appreciate those as 
well.  Since the Christmas Sharing Drive is 
also happening right now, please just label 
your donation so we know where to put it. 

Thank you! 

Mary Kate Short, LSW 

School Social Worker 

Pleasant Hill School 

630-682-2100 

 

 

 



 

 

No Big Deal! 
 
Your child didn’t want to go to school today. 

(S)he said (s)he “didn’t feel well.” So you let your child stay home. 

No big deal. 

It’s very cold outside and you don’t have a car available to drive your child to school. So you let your child stay home. 

No big deal. 

You usually drive your child to school but your car won’t start today. So you let your child stay home. 

No big deal. 
Your child frequently arrives a few minutes late for school because of the many things that have to be done as part of the busy 
morning routine. 
No big deal. 

Or is it? 

What is your child learning from you about the importance of attending school? 

What would your child learn from you about following through on commitments in the situations just described? 

You want your child to be successful in school, in life. Regular attendance is vital to your child’s success in school in the same way 

that it will be vital to his or her success in a job. 

Patterns are now being formed in school, in life. What kind of pattern is your child forming? What are you doing to contribute to 

that pattern? 

You have the responsibility of ensuring the regular attendance of your child at school. 

Why is regular attendance so important? 

Because if your child frequently is absent (s)he misses valuable contact with classmates, class instruction and group discussion, 

even though (s)he may make up written work. 

Of course, there are some valid reasons for keeping your child home from school. 

significant illness 
family emergency 
observance of a religious holiday 
death in the immediate family 
circumstances which cause you concern for the safety or health of your child 
 
But what is ‘significant illness’? 

School nurses have come up with some guidelines for you to use in deciding when your child is too ill to be in school. 

Keep your child home: 

1. If a rash is present that has not been evaluated by a physician. 
2. If your child’s oral temperature exceeds 100 F, or one to two degrees above the child’s normal temperature. A child with such a 
fever should remain home for 24 hours after the temperature returns to normal. 
3. If the child vomits and continues to experience nausea and/or vomiting. 

4. If your child complains of severe, persistent pain, the symptom should be referred to a physician for evaluation.  

5.  If your child shows signs of upper respiratory infection (cold symptoms) serious enough to interfere with the child’s ability to 
learn. 
6.  If there are signs of conjunctivitis “pinkeye” with matter coming from one or both eyes, itching, crusts on eyelids, the child 

should be evaluated by a physician. 

7. If there are open sores that have not been evaluated by a physician. 

8. If there are signs of infestation with lice(nits in the hair, itchy scalp) the child should be evaluated for treatment with a pedicu-

licide.  If you are not sure about whether to send your child to school, call the school nurse for consultation.  



 

 

No Big Deal!   continued 

If you are not sure about whether to send your child to school, call the school nurse for consultation. 

But, generally speaking, don’t send the child to school for the nurse to make the decision unless the school asks you to. If you’re 

still in doubt, call or visit your child’s physician. 

But what do you do when your child tells you (s)he “doesn’t feel good” or “doesn’t want to go to school” and you have serious 

doubts that (s)he is really sick? 

Maybe you explain to him/her that there are times when each of us doesn’t feel so great, doesn’t feel quite up to par, but we go to 

work anyway. 

Maybe you point out that sometimes you have to go out there into the world of school or a job or other responsibilities, even if 

you are not 100% comfortable. You help your child make the distinction between being uncomfortable and being really sick.  

Ensuring your child’s regular school attendance is a major way for you to help your child learn how to fulfill one’s responsibility. 

No Big Deal? 

Yes it is. 

Helping your child to succeed is a very big deal. Your school is willing to help if you are having a problem getting your child to 

attend regularly, call the school. 

They have personnel who are able to work with you and help you. 

Don’t cover up the real problem by calling your child in “sick” when (s)he really isn’t. 
That only increases the problem. 
The child who misses school today without a valid reason could become the dropout of the future. 
And that could be a big deal. Especially if it’s your child. 
Don’t let it happen. 
Help is a phone call away. 
 
DUPAGE REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
Fax: 630-682-7773 
Email: 
VISA@dupage.k12.il.us 
Project VISA 
Tel: 630-682-6952 
DUPAGE REGIONAL OFFICE OF 
EDUCATION 

 

mailto:VISA@dupage.k12.il.us


 

 

 CUSD 200 

Elementary Testing for the 

Program of Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (PACE) 

 

In March 2017, the PACE Office will host testing for currently enrolled 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.  This 
testing will qualify elementary students for participation in one of the following 2017-2018 classes: 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade PACE Mathematics 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade PACE Reading 

6th grade Fast Paced Mathematics 

6th grade Fast Paced Language Arts 

Please Note – Students currently in PACE Program Classes do not need to re-test for 2017-2018 

Students may be recommended for testing by their Teacher and/or Parent. 
The deadline for a Parent to request PACE Testing is Friday, January 13, 2017. 

Students currently attending a private school and/or home schooled, but reside in the 

District 200 Attendance Area, are also eligible for PACE Program Testing. 
Testing will take place at each elementary school around the first or second week of March, scheduled 
around mandatory PARCC testing.  Parents who register their students by the Friday, January 13, 2017 

deadline will be notified by mail about specific testing dates & times prior to testing. 
Parent Testing Referral Forms can be found on the District 200 website www.cusd200.org under Depart-
ments > Student Learning > Gifted Education > Parent Referral Forms 

Please contact the District 200 PACE Office at (630) 682-2024 or email PACE@cusd200.org with any ques-
tions 

 

 

http://www.cusd200.org
mailto:PACE@cusd200.org


 

 

Emergency School Closing 

 

The decision to close school because of snow, extreme cold, or other emergency s will be made as close to 6 AM as possible.  Dr. 

Schuler, the District Superintendent, will record a telephone message to be delivered to the households of all District 200 families 

and staff announcing the closing by 6 AM. For you to receive this message, your current phone number must be on file with your 

child’s school.  Families  may also check school and District answering machines and the District’s home page (www.cusd200.org) 

for closing information.  Local radio and TV stations will also be informed and announcements should be made over the following 

radio and television stations: 

 

WGN Radio 720 • WBBM News Radio 78 

CBS Channel 2 •  NBC Channel 5  • ABC Channel 7  • WGN Channel 9  •  Fox Channel 32 • CLTV News Channel 48 

 

Closing information is also available by: 

Online: www.EmergencyClosings.com      

E-mail:  Sign up for personalized e-mail notification at www.EmergencyClosings.com 

Facility Search:  You will need to enter “Dist 200” or your child’s school name along with the city that the school is located in at 

www.EmergencyClosings.com to search. 

 

We will only announce when schools are closed. 

 

If schools are not closed, parents and guardians have the option to keep their children home from school due to safety concerns.  

Children kept home due to weather conditions will have an excused absence. 

 

Radio and TV Stations are likely to report closings as Community Unit School District 200 or CUSD 200 and not list individual 

schools.  Please listen to these announcements carefully as there are several District 200 school systems in the metropolitan area. 

 

If it is necessary to close school once classes begin, students will be dismissed based on information parents provide at registration.   

While the school will make every attempt to reach parents, it is not always possible.  In those cases, the emergency information 

provided by parents at registration will be registration will be used.  Please be certain that the school office has current names and 

phone numbers of your family’s emergency contacts.  It is suggested that you discuss these emergency arrangements with your 

child. 

 

Factors that influence the decision include the amount of snow anticipated and on the ground, road conditions, temperature and 

wind chill, bus availability and potential schedule delays, and the arrival time and projected duration of weather conditions. 

 

The District will base it’s decision on the following information: 

 The bus company believes that they can run all of their bus routes in a timely manner and deliver our students safely to 

school. 

 The Distric5 200 facilities’ department is confident that they can keep our driveways, walkways, doorways and parking lots 

cleared sufficiently for pedestrians, cars, and emergency vehicles. 

 The municipal street departments servicing District 200 can maintain all of the streets in an acceptable manner. 

 The weather forecast supports our decision. 

 The decisions being made by neighboring school districts. 

 

Decision on the cancellation of after school and extracurricular activities will be made by 2:00 PM by District administration and 

may be unique for Elementary, Middle, and High School levels.  Information about cancellations will be made available: 

 on the CUSD 200 website 

 Through the telephone calling system, ConnectEd 



 

 



 

 


